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Ukulele Songs for Kids 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Many of my children’s books include songs because I love 
to sing and play. Here are a few songs to play on uke. The 
last page of this booklet has tips for tuning and playing. 
 

Have fun! 
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The Elephant Song (to the tune of “My Darling Clementine”) 

              C                     C                      C               G7 
I’m a darling, I’m a darling, I’m a darling elephant. 
               F                                    C                       G7                  C 
I’m so charming, gray and wrinkled. I just tinkled in my pants. 
              C                     C                      C                          G7 
Follow me O, Mama me O, back to our big stinky yard 
               F                                    C                                       G7                       C 
We will dance like Queens of France and then we’ll play a game of cards! 
              C                     C                      C                                  G7 
To the right O, to the left O, let us swing our trunks so high. 
               F                                           C                            G7                  C 
Shake our booties, ‘cause we’re cuties. Then we’ll sing our lullaby. 
              C                     C                      C                       G7 
O my gnarly, O my gnarly, O my gnarly chunky chums. 
               F                                    C                       G7                        C 
Time for beddie, rest our headies, and our great big hunky bums! 

CNF 
 
Lyrics by Mary Amato from Good Crooks Book 1: Missing Monkey 
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Flare, Flare, Flare Your Nostrils (to the tune of “Row Your Boat”)  

 
C 
Flare, flare, flare your nostrils 
C 
gently in the air. 
C 
Flap your arms and wiggle your rear 
G7                   C 
only if you dare. 

 

CN 
 
Lyrics by Mary Amato from Riot Brothers Book 3: Stinky and Successful 
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Our Pants Go Marching (to the tune of “The Ants Go Marching”) 
 
          Dm                                                       C 
Our pants go marching one by one Hurrah Hurrah 
          Dm                                                        F 
Our pants go marching one by one Hurrah Hurrah 
       F                                  C 
Our pants go marching this we swear. 
               Dm                         A 
That’s why we’re in our underwear.  
                 A                                        Dm           
And our pants don’t care ‘cause now is their chance to 
dance 
                A                    Dm                   A 
Boom, Boom, Boom, Boom, Boom, Boom, Boom 
 
(Repeat as many times as you want and end on Dm) 

dCFA 
 
 
Lyrics by Mary Amato from Riot Brothers Book 3: Stinky and Successful 
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The Pointer Anthem (to the tune of our National Anthem) 
 
      F                                                           C 
O say can you see our pointers with glee 
                       F                   C              F  
What so proudly they stand as part of the hand 
                      F 
With their knuckles they bend 
                      C 
They’re the thumb’s closest friend 
            F                 C                 F       
They help us to write by holding their pencils 
         F 
They point out the way 
                    C 
They can wiggle and sway 
        F                         C 
Although they can’t snap 
                    F 
They are quite good at tapping 
    F                                             C 
O say do they bravely dig wax out of our ears. 
               F 
So let’s raise our number ones.  
                   C                       F 
Now this anthem is done. 

FC 
 
 
 
 
Lyrics by Mary Amato from Riot Brothers Book 4: Take the Mummy and Run 
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The New Baby Song 
        C                                                   F                       C 
You have a brand new baby. She wears a little diaper. 
        C                                         Bb                         B 
We’re so very happy. That we don’t have to wipe her. 
C                                          F                      C 
If your brand new baby ever gets the flu. 
C                                            G7                              C 
Take her to the doctor before she pukes on you.  

 

CFWBN 
 
 
To hear this song: https://www.maryamato.com/riot-brothers-fun-page/ 
 
Tip for beginners: The Bb and B chords are hard, but there is a great way to make this easier. 
 
Cheat by modifying the chord. Play just the first three strings to make  
a simpler Bb and then slide your fingers up one fret to make a simpler B. 
 
Lyrics and Music by Mary Amato from Riot Brothers Book 4: Take the 
Mummy and Run 
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The Friend Song 
C                                                                         Am 
You’d rescue me if I lost my way. You’d write a funny song for me to play. 
                  F                                                                             G7 
You’d share your last potato chips and say, “You’ll be okay. Hey hey hey!”  
C                                                                                        Am 
You’re the kind of friend that everybody needs. You’re the kind of friend that everybody needs. 
F                                                G7                                    C 
You can bet I won’t forget. You are the friend for me. 
C                                                                         Am 
I make mistakes a hundred everyday. I played tricks before I’m sad to say. 
 F                                                              G7 
Now I want to make you feel okay. Okay…hey hey hey! 
C                                                                                        Am 
You’re the kind of friend that everybody needs. You’re the kind of friend that everybody needs. 
F                                                G7                                     
You can bet I won’t forget. You are the friend… 
G7                                                                                           C 
You are the friend… You are the friend—hey hey— for me. 

 CaFN 
 
To hear this song and all the Lucy songs and to get more song sheets: 
https://www.maryamato.com/lucy-songs/ 
 
Lyrics and Music by Mary Amato for News From Me, Lucy McGee 
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The Together Song 
A                                                                  D      
One duck floating in a pond is nice to see. 
           A                                           E      
But a flock floating together is sweeter than sweet. 
          D                               E                D                             E                D                    E               A  
The more we float together, the more we float together, the more the merrier we’ll be. 
 
      A                                                               D 
A lion roaming all alone might want to cry. 
      A                                            E   
But if her friends all join her, she’s got her pride. 
          D                               E                 D                                  E              D              E                  A  
The more we roam together, the more we roam together, the more the merrier we’ll be. 
 
   A                                                  D 
A dolphin swimming solo is so odd. 
            A                                         E     
But they have way more fun swimming in a pod. 
          D                                E                D                               E                    D           E                 A  
The more we swim together, the more we swim together, the more the merrier we’ll be. 
 
D                                     E                                    D                             E      
Fish love a school. Horses love a team. Wolves love a pack. That’s what they need. 
D                                             E                         D                                            E         
Happy little clams love a bed in the sea. Everybody loves good company. 
 
A                                              D 
Somehow you+you+me equals more than three. 
A                                                     E      
‘cause when we sing together, we sing joyfully. 
          D                              E              D                           E                 D                         E           A  
The more we sing together, the more we sing together, the more the merrier we’ll be. 
          D                               E             D                              E                    D                 E             A  
The more we sing together, the more we sing together, the more the merrier we’ll be. 

A D 
 
To make the E chord easier, just strum the three strings that your fingers are on. To go from D 
to E easier, keep your fingers on the strings and slide them. 

 
To hear this song and all the Lucy songs and to get more songsheets: 
https://www.maryamato.com/lucy-songs/ 
Lyrics and Music by Mary Amato for News From Me, Lucy McGee 
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Tips 

HOW CAN I PLAY AND SING AT THE SAME TIME? 

Try this four-step plan. 
1. Sing the whole song without playing.  
2. Play the whole song strumming with your right hand to get the rhythm. Don’t worry about 

making a chord with your left hand. 
3. Play the whole song all the way through just strumming the first chord. Don’t worry about 

changing chords. It will sound funny, but that’s okay. 
4. Finally, play the whole song changing chords.  

 
Go slowly. Remember, it may not sound great when you’re just learning, but that’s okay. 

WHICH FINGERS SHOULD I USE? 

There is no rule, but getting in the habit of using certain fingers on certain chords can make it easier. 
Experiment and see what feels right for you. 

WHAT IF I’M PLAYING THE RIGHT CHORDS ON THE UKULELE, BUT THEY DON’T 
SOUND RIGHT? 

Make sure you are in tune. Your ukulele strings should be tuned to G       C            E      A  

                       
WHAT IF I  PLAY THE PIANO OR GUITAR? 

If you play beginning piano or guitar, substitute the G chord for the G6 and the G7 and 
substitute the D for the D7. Don’t worry about playing the melody, just play the chords on the 
piano or guitar. 
                                                                Sing your heart out! 
 


